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SERMON. 


Philippiana  i :  21. 
"  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain." 

This  is  the  language  of  christian  experience.  It  describes 
the  condition  of  every  faithful  servant  of  God.  "  To  him 
to  live  is  Christ"  In  other  words,  is  for  Christ  —  the 
honor  and  glory  of  Christ — for  his  kingdom — for  its  pro- 
motion. "  For  him  to  die  is  gain"  unspeakable,  eternal 
gain. 

With  this  exposition  of  the  passage,  let  us  enter,  at  once, 
upon  the  discussion,  and  describe  how  the  christian  lives 
for  Christ ;  then  show  that  he  gains  by  death. 

That  we  may  see  more  clearly  how  the  christian  lives  for 
Christ,  we  will  consider  him  in  different  relations  and  atti- 
tudes. 

The  first  is  that  so  often  noticed  by  the  Apostle.  He  is 
in  Christ.  In  most  of  his  epistles  Paul  points  out  this  rela- 
tion as  being  peculiar  to  the  christian.  He  speaks  of  those 
who  were  in  Christ  before  him,  i.  e.  became  christians  be- 
fore him.  He  designates  the  moral  change  by  this  relation. 
"  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a  new  creature.  Old  things 
are  passed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become  new."  In 
accordance  with  this,  he  presents  the  condition  of  christians 
after  death,  as  having  fallen  "  asleep  in  Christ." 

Such  is  his  description  of  true  christians.  They  are  in 
Christ.  This  new  relation  is  formed  by  faith.  Faith,  cher- 
ished by  the  believer,  brings  him  into  this  relation.  Faith 
is  the  act,  on  his  part,  by  which  this  endeared  relation  is 
formed,  It  is  the  reception  of  Christ  by  the  lost  soul.  It 
is  the  act  of  a  poor,  miserable,  perishing  sinner,  relying 


solely  and  unceasingly  upon  Christ.  It  takes  Christ  for  its 
only  hope.  It  comes  to  him  as  one  able  and  ready  to  save 
to  the  uttermost.  It  loves  to  rest  on  him.  It  loves  to  feel 
its  dependence  upon  Christ  for  strength  and  grace.  It  re- 
alizes the  language  of  Christ,  "  Without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing."  It  sympathizes  with  Paul  in  his  convictions  of 
utter  helplessness,  and  of  entire  resting  upon  Christ.  All 
this  honors  Christ.  It  gives  him  the  place  in  christian  affec- 
tion which  he  requires.  It  enthrones  him  in  the  heart  as 
supreme,  having  no  rival.  This  enthroning  of  Christ  is  an 
act  of  a  humbled,  penitent  sinner,  weighed  down  with  a 
sense  of  his  own  guilt,  and  resolved  in  Divine  strength  to 
subdue  sin,  and  resist  temptation,  and  live  and  act  for 
Christ.  With  a  deep  sense  of  obligation,  his  inquiry  is, 
"  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do,"  to  honor  and  glo- 
rify thy  name  ?  This  is  the  spirit  of  piety,  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  It  is  the  prompting  of  supreme  love,  and  its  exis- 
tence shows  the  new  and  endeared  relationship  to  him.  By 
this  holy  love  and  faith  the  christian  dwells  in  Christ,  and 
Christ  dwells  in  him.  Here  is  the  development  of  living 
for  Christ ;  that  living  which  reaches  on  through  every  pe- 
riod and  enters  every  condition,  and  forms  the  character, 
and  marks  the  life  as  hid  with  Christ  in  God. 

But  we  pass,  secondly,  to  another  relation  of  the  chris- 
tian living  for  Christ  ;  it  is  that  in  the  closet.  He  knows 
what  it  is  to  have  communion  with  Christ.  That  Being, 
who  is  infinitely  holy,  has  become  the  chief  among  ten  thou- 
sand— the  one  altogether  lovely.  To  enjoy  his  promised 
presence  is  the  richest  privilege  of  the  christian.  Hence  he 
seeks  that  presence,  and  with  unwearied  care  is  found  in 
his  closet,  drawing  near  to  Christ.  Whatever  else  he  does, 
he  neglects  not  this  habitual  and  delightful  fellowship  with 
Christ.  Whatever  other  scenes  transpire,  he  forsakes  not 
the  drawing  nigh  to  Christ.  He  seeks  him  daily  and  con- 
tinually. All  this  is  illustration  of  his  living  in  Christ  and 
for  Christ. 


This  prepares  him  to  live  for  Christ  in  another  relation — 
Thirdly,  in  that  of  the  family. 

Here  are  marked  more  distinctly  the  workings  of  his  heart 
in  love  to  Christ,  and  in  earnest  longings  for  his  glory. 
These  are  found  in  his  habitual  regard  for  that  adorable 
Redeemer.  While  there  is  in  his  every  position  a  respect 
for  each  and  all  the  duties  of  his  relation,  while  there  is  the 
meeting  of  the  successive  claims  upon  him  in  the  family, 
these  are  all  in  subserviency  to,  and  promotive  of,  the  honor 
of  Christ.  Thus  it  is  that  he  lives  for  Christ  in  the  family. 
He  desires,  and  prays,  and  labors,  that  the  entire  family 
may  be  the  family  of  Christ ;  that  the  members  each  may 
love  Christ,  may  believe  in  him,  and  serve  him  in  life  and 
enjoy  him  forever.  Hence  the  christian  heart  is  drawn  out 
in  unceasing  supplication  for  this  one  object.  While  there 
is  a  desire  to  secure  temporal  blessings  for  each,  there  is  a 
still  stronger  desire  that  the  souls  of  each  may  be  eternally 
saved.  Under  the  influence  of  such  a  desire,  mark  the 
course  of  that  christian  parent.  What  labor  to  have  those 
children  consecrated  to  Christ,  and  instructed  and  guided 
in  the  way  of  life  in  him  !  What  earnestness  to  guard 
their  tender  minds  from  the  temptations  of  youth,  the  allure- 
ments of  the  world,  the  follies  of  life  !  And  what  incessant 
pleading  with  God,  that  they  may  all  honor  Christ  in  their 
body  and  their  spirit,  for  time  and  eternity  ! 

This  is  living  for  Christ  in  the  family.  It  is  carried  out 
in  all  the  offices  of  kindness  and  of  interest,  and  in  all  the 
toils  of  the  domestic  circle. 

Fourthly,  Let  us  trace  the  christian  as  living  for  Christ 
in  another  relation,  that  to  the  church.  In  this  he  is  found 
faithful.  Viewing  others  in  covenant  with  him  as  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  he  seeks  their  growth  in  holiness  ;  he  loves 
them  as  brethren ;  he  feels  a  deep  interest  in  their  welfare, 
and  he  labors  to  do  them  good  without  ceasing.  To  them 
he  feels  himself  united  by  bonds,  holy,  precious  and  eter- 
nal    As  they  exhibit  the  image  of  Christ,  he  rejoices.     As 


they  honor  Christ,  he  is  grateful.  As  they  are  instrumental 
of  advancing  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom,  he  renders 
praise  to  God.  His  soul  is  knit  together  with  theirs  in  all 
these  interests,  and  with  them  he  cheerfully  co-operates  to 
promote  Christ's  glory. 

Thus  it  is  he  lives  for  Christ  in  the  church.  "We  add, 
once  more,  he  lives  for  Christ  in  the  world.  This  relation 
brings  him  in  connection  with  its  interests  and  attainments. 
These  are  sought  with  a  view  to  honor  Christ.  He  desires 
to  write  holiness  to  the  Lord  upon  his  possessions,  and  to 
have  them  all  subserve  his  high  purpose  of  living  for  Christ. 
Hence  he  is  active  and  industrious  to  accumulate,  and  fru- 
gal in  the  disposal,  that  he  may  have  wherewith  to  meet  the 
many,  the  important  calls  for  the  spread  of  gospel  blessings 
over  the  earth.  In  all  this  he  seeks  not  his  own  enjoyment. 
He  seeks  the  advance  of  Christ's  kingdom. 

In  this  relation,  too,  he  shows  the  Spirit  of  Christ  by  go- 
ing about  to  do  good,  as  did  Christ  himself.  His  joy  is  to 
be  found  an  agent  of  mercy  in  any  form.  If  he  may  re- 
lieve the  destitute  ;  if  he  may  bind  up  the  broken  hearted ; 
if  he  may  heal  the  wounds  of  sorrow  ;  if  he  may  soothe  the 
disconsolate  ;  if  he  may  remove  one  pang  of  distress,  or 
alleviate  a  particle  of  suffering,  he  rejoices  to  do  it. 

In  this  relation  to  the  world  he  labors,  also,  to  adorn  his 
profession.  Feeling  that  he  is  one  of  Christ's  representa- 
tives, and  is  made  a  spectacle  to  others,  he  is  aware  that 
Christianity  will  be  honored  or  disgraced  as  he  is  faithful  or 
unfaithful  in  this  matter.  Hence  he  is  careful  to  lead  others 
to  respect  religion  on  his  account ;  to  take  knowledge  of 
him  that  he  has  been  with  Christ,  and  to  feel  their  own  spi- 
ritual necessity  by  noticing  his  holy  life.  In  this  manner 
he  commends  Christ  to  others.  His  course  is  a  constant 
inviter  of  others  to  the  hopes  of  the  christian. 

These  are  some  of  the  relations  in  which  the  christian  is 
seen  to  live  for  Christ.  "We  have  only  .glanced  at  them. 
We  have  not  time  to  name  others.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that 


in  each  relation  to  this  world  and  the  future  world,  his  life 
evinces  this.  His  plans  and  pursuits,  his  labors  and  enjoy- 
ments, his  powers  and  possessions,  all  show  what  is  the  pre- 
dominant, the  controlling  emotion  of  his  heart.  It  is  that 
of  living  for  Christ.  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ."  Of  this 
he  is  assured  by  his  uniform  course,  by  his  habitual  walk, 
by  his  prevailing  desires  and  actions.  He  finds  its  truth 
written  upon  his  secret  communion  with  Christ.  It  is  marked 
by  his  love  of  fidelity  in  his  domestic  circle,  by  his  affection 
for  the  brethren,  by  his  earnestness  for  the  honor  of  Christ 
and  the  promotion  of  his  kingdom,  and  by  his  watch  and 
care  and  striving  to  adorn  his  profession  and  live  a  holy  life, 
and  by  his  longings  that  Christ  may  be  glorified  in  him  and 
through  him  to  all  eternity. 

This  is  briefly  the  sketch  of  living  for  Christ.  It  is  pre- 
dicated of  each  christian,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  "  To 
him  to  live  is  Christ" 

We  come  now  to  notice  the  result.  "  To  die  is  gain" 
For  him  to  die  is  gain  ;  or,  in  other  words,  he  is  the  gainer 
by  death.  By  this,  it  is  not  implied  that  he  is  not  a  loser. 
He  is  in  one  sense  a  loser  ;  but  in  a  wider,  broader  sense, 
he  is  the  gainer,  and  vastly  the  gainer  ;  and  so  much  so, 
that  there  is  no  taking  into  the  account  his  loss.  It  is  not 
even  named  by  the  inspired  writer.  We  say  he  loses  by 
death.  He  loses  friends.  They  are  dear  to  him.  He  has 
prayed  for  them  and  labored  for  them.  Some  of  them  are 
perhaps  his  own  children,  and  entwined  closely  around  his 
heart.  He  loses  them  by  death.  Then  he  loses  the  world 
by  death.  Its  objects,  pursuits,  duties,  and  attainments, 
are  dear  to  him,  but  he  relinquishes  all. 

He  loses  life.  This  is  in  itself  dear.  God  has  given  us 
a  love  for  life,  and  required  us  to  preserve  it.  It  is  there- 
fore right  for  us  to  love  life,  that  in  its  enjoyments  and  ser- 
vice we  may  honor  God.  But  to  die  is  to  lose  life.  Again, 
the  christian  in  death  loses  the  opportunity  of  doing  good. 
How  he  loves  this !    How  he  rejoices  to  spend  and  be  spent 
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for  Christ !  How  he  would  gladly  live  and  toil  on,  in  his 
Master's  service,  if  it  be  the  will  of  his  Father  in  Heaven  ! 
But  at  death  this  opportunity  with  him  ceases.  Such  is  the 
loss  to  the  christian  to  die.  Yet  he  is  the  gainer,  the  abso- 
lute, the  eternal  gainer. 

First,  he  is  so,  because  he  will  sin  no  more  forever. 
What  a  thought  is  this  !  How  glorious  !  How  enraptur- 
ing !  The  christian  never  more  to  sin.  Death  separates 
it  from  him.  Then  he  is  free,  perfectly,  unceasingly.  By 
the  grace  of  God  he  has  obtained  the  victory,  and  receives 
a  crown  of  righteousness,  pure,  unspotted,  and  blessed  for- 
ever. His  conflicts  now  are  all  over.  He  will  never  have 
one  more  emotion  of  sin.  Not  a  thought — not  an  act. 
Between  him  and  this  worst  enemy  there  will  be  an  eternal 
separation. 

What  gain  is  this !  Who  can  fully  comprehend  it  ?  Who 
can  possibly,  estimate  it  ?  It  is  this  which  gives  value  to 
every  other  blessing  of  eternity.  What  would  Heaven  be, 
if  sin  were  allowed  a  lodgement  ?  Said  a  devoted  and  in- 
telligent christian,  just  on  the  verge  of  life,  after  buffeting 
the  waves  of  sin  for  half  a  century,  and  soon  to  obtain  the 
victory,  "  I  thank  God,  there  is  no  sin  in  Heaven."  This 
fact  is  enough  to  show  that  it  is  gain  to  die. 

But  this  is  true,  also,  because  there,  there  is  no  temptation. 
In  this  world  the  christian  is  in  the  midst  of  temptation. 
These  come  from  his  remaining  corruptions  and  previous 
habits,  from  ungodly  men,  and  from  the  adversary.  With 
temptations  he  must  struggle,  and  struggle  all  along.  There 
is  no  relief.  He  has  the  warfare  from  the  first  moment  of 
christian  experience  ;  and  it  is  so  ordered  that  the  warfare 
shall  not  cease  until  death  gives  him  relief.  Then  it  is  sure 
and  final.     What  a  gain  to  die  ! 

Again,  the  christian  is  a  gainer  by  death,  because  this  is 
an  end  of  his  sufferings.  Suffering  is  the  allotment  of  all. 
It  is  the  result  of  sin,  and  in  some  form  is  felt  by  every  hu- 
man being.     Sometimes  it  is  of  the  mind,  by  disappoint- 


ment,  by  injuries  from  our  fellow  men,  or  by  corrodings 
of  conscience.  Sometimes  by  pain  of  body  ;  sometimes  by 
disasters  unforeseen,  and  often  by  our  own  guilt  in  violating 
established  laws  of  the  divine  kingdom,  which  bring  with 
them  their  own  penalty  in  the  infliction  of  immediate  suf- 
fering. 

Thus  through  much  tribulation  the  christian  is  to  enter 
heaven.  He  cannot  avoid  it.  It  is  God's  arrangement, 
God's  plan.  See  that  disciple  constantly  suffering.  There 
is  hardly  cessation  for  one  hour.  Day  and  night  the  Lord's 
hand  is  heavy  upon  him.  How  dark  his  prospects  for  this 
world  !  How  wearisome  his  pilgrimage  !  What  a  mys- 
tery in  Divine  Providence  that  he  is  called  to  suffer  !  As 
you  look  upon  him  and  sympathize  with  him,  it  is  unspeak- 
ably precious  to  feel  that  he  will  be  the  gainer,  the  absolute, 
the  eternal  gainer  when  death  comes.  Then  his  sufferings 
are  over. 

Again,  the  christian  will  gain  by  death,  because  then  he 
will  be  introduced  into  the  best  society  in  the  universe. 
That  vast  multitude,  gathered  from  every  kingdom  and 
nation,  will  be  the  society  of  heaven.  The  very  best  men 
in  all  ages  will  compose  that  great  assembly.  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  Moses  and  David  and  Daniel ;  the  patri- 
archs and  prophets,  and  those  holy  apostles  and  christian 
martyrs,  whose  robes  have  been  made  white  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  they  will  be  there ;  and  those  valued  chris- 
tian friends,  on  whom  the  disciple  so  much  rested  here,  they 
will  be  there  also.  Oh  !  what  a  holy,  what  a  blessed  assem- 
bly !  Nothing  shall  enter  which  defileth  or  worketh  abomi- 
nation, or  maketh  a  lie.  Then  the  high,  the  noble,  the 
exalted  spirits  of  that  world — those  angels  of  God,  those 
cherubim  and  seraphim — will  swell  the  anthems  of  heaven. 
And  above  all,  Christ  himself  will  be  there,  the  infinitely 
adorable,  glorious  and  glorified  Mediator.  He  will  be 
there,  attracting  all  hearts,  filling  all  hearts,  crowning  all 
hearts,  and  rejoicing  all  hearts  ;  and  they  in  turn  casting 
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their  crowns  at  his  feet,  arid  lifting  up  their  exalted  strains, 
"  Thou  art  worthy,  for  thou  wast  slain  and  hast  redeemed 
us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue, 
and  people  and  nation,  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God 
kings  and  priests."  Such  will  be  the  society  of  the  chris- 
tian ;  and  will  not  he  gain  by  the  enjoyment  of  this  society  ? 

Then  again,  the  services  of  heaven  are  all  of  the  most 
blessed  character.  There  will  be  no  sighings,  no  groans, 
no  supplications,  no  pleadings  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  but 
there  will  be  praise,  enrapturing,  extatic  praise  at  the  throne 
of  glory.  Every  heart  will  then  be  filled  with  praise. 
Then  the  powers  and  capacities  of  redeemed  sinners  will 
be  occupied  in  the  contemplation  of  God  and  of  Christ ; 
of  the  creation  and  redemption  ;  and  of  all  that  pertains  to 
the  plans  and  works,  and  providence  and  grace  of  God. 
Each  view  will  increase  the  motive  for  praise,  and  deepen 
the  spirit  of  praise,  and  heighten  the  raptures  of  praise. 
Will  not  the  christian  be  the  gainer  by  death  ? 

Just  take  the  case  of  a  poor  sufferer,  and  as  you  see  his 
condition  of  trial  and  toil,  of  pain  and  distress,  of  tempta- 
tion and  sin  in  this  world,  contrast  it  with  heaven,  and 
tell  me  if  that  sainted  spirit,  as  it  leaves  its  tenement  of  clay 
and  mounts  up,  on  angel  wing,  to  the  society,  and  services, 
and  joys  of  heaven,  is  not  a  gainer  ?  Tell  me  if  Paul  was 
not  right  in  saying  that  for  him  "  to  die  is  gain"  ? 

But  I  must  leave  this  theme,  however  inviting  it  may  be, 
to  make  application  of  the  truth  before  us.  We  need  this 
application  to-day.  God  has  smitten  us  again.  He  has 
cast  a  gloom  over  our  homes,  and  brought  sadness  to  our 
hearts  in  the  invasion  of  another  family  by  death.  The 
toife,  the  mother,  the  sister,  the  daughter,  the  neighbor,  the 
friend,  is  gone.  Ties  are  sundered,  hearts  bleed,  tears 
flow  at  the  loss.  One  common  feeling  of  sympathy  and 
sorrow  pervades  the  people.  God  has  done  this.  His 
hand  has  inflicted  the   stroke.     It  is  in  itself  a  dark  and 
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mysterious  event.  But  it  is  full  of  consolation  when  viewed 
tu  connection  with  her  who  has  so  recently  left  us*  We 
feel  that  it  was  indeed  gain  for  her  to  die  ;  and  the  reason 
is,  for  her  to  live  was  Christ — was  for  his  glory.  The  evi- 
dence of  this  was  manifest  and  pleasing.  In  presenting 
sketches  of  her  character,  let  me  not  appear  as  an  eulogist. 
I  would  not  utter  commendation  for  the  sake  of  praise. 
This  would  be  injustice  to  her  feelings,  as  she  ever  shrunk 
from  it.  Her  true  modesty  forbade  it.  Her  sense  of  pro- 
priety forbade  it.  Her  conscious  unworthiness  forbade  it. 
She  uniformly  felt  her  imperfections,  and  lamented  over 
them.  Yet  she  had  traits  peculiarly  dear  and  precious. 
We  are  allowed  to  dwell  upon  them  as  proof  of  her  living 
for  Christ,  and  as  example  for  our  imitation.  Her  life  is 
now  closed,  and  her  christian  history  is  for  the  good  of  sur- 
vivors. Ours  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  to  gather  her 
excellencies  as  they  were  developed,  so  that  we  may  cher- 
ish her  spirit,  and  like  her  find  it  gain  to  die. 

I  begin  by  saying,  she  was  a  humble  woman.  She  felt 
uniformly  a  sense  of  her  sins.  The  work  of  conviction  in 
her  was  a  deep  and  thorough  work.  She  saw  and  felt  the 
plague  of  her  own  heart,  and  that  view  was  abiding.  It 
brought  her  low  before  God.  It  kept  her  meek.  It  was  a 
grace  added  to  her  native  meekness.  She  was  like  her  Sa- 
viour, "  meek  and  lowly  in  heart."  Cherishing  this  view 
of  her  unworthiness,  she  sometimes  was  assailed  with  spirit- 
ual doubts  and  fears.  These,  however,  were  but  seldom, 
and  of  short  continuance.  Hers  was  indeed  a  life  of  faith 
on  the  Son  of  God.  She  maintained  a  sweet  and  habitual 
reliance  upon  him.  From  the  first  emotion  of  trust  in  him, 
her  confidence  was  uniform,  unwavering  and  increasing. 
He  was  her  "  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification  and 
redemption."  She  had  no  doubts  of  his  supreme  divinity. 
His  cross  was  her  richest,  choicest  theme.  She  sought  and 
found  sweet  communion  with  him,  and  longed  to  see  him 
enthroned  in  all  hearts,  and  served  by  all  mankind. 
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But  it  was  in  the  family  especially,  that  for  her  to  live 
Avas  Christ.  She  labored  to  honor  him  in  this  sweet,  en- 
dearing relation.  The  spirit  of  Christ  was  manifest  in  all 
the  scenes  of  domestic  life.  As  a  wife  she  was  faithful, 
devoted,  confiding.  It  could  be  said  of  her,  as  Solomon 
said  of  a  virtuous  woman,  "  The  heart  of  her  husband  doth 
safely  trust  in  her.  She  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  all 
the  days  of  her  life."  This  was  literally  true  in  her  case. 
She  was  eminently  useful  in  all  the  matters  of  her  house- 
hold. She  was  industrious,  frugal,  unwearied,  persevering, 
in  her  toils  and  duties.  She  was  prompt  in  all  her  domestic 
arrangements.  It  was  her  motto  to  have  a  place  for  every 
thing  and  every  thing  in  its  place. 

As  a  mother,  she  was  a  pattern  for  other  parents.  She 
was  kind  and  attentive  to  her  children,  always  anticipating 
their  wants,  and  always  engaged  to  provide  for  them.  Her 
method  of  discipline  was  mild,  but  decided.  She  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  their  temporal  welfare.  Her  efforts  were 
indefatigable  to  secure  for  them  the  means  of  a  good  edu- 
cation ;  to  have  their  minds  stored  and  improved,  and  to 
have  them  prosperous  and  useful  and  happy  in  this  life. 
For  this  she  spared  no  pains,  she  withheld  no  labor.  Yet 
her  great  concern  was,  that  they  might  all  choose  that  good 
part  which  cannot  be  taken  from  them.  This,  in  her  esti- 
mation, was  above  every  thing  else.  That  their  immortal 
souls  might  be  saved,  that  they  might  become  the  disciples 
and  followers  of  Christ,  that  they  might  honor  and  serve 
God,  was  her  earnest  desire,  her  great  toil,  her  unceasing 
prayer.  For  this  end  she  gave  them  up  to  God  in  bap- 
tism, and  had  the  seal  of  his  blessed  covenant  upon  them. 
For  this  end  she  early  taught  them  lessons  of  piety.  For 
this  end  she  sought,  in  connection  with  her  beloved  com- 
panion, to  have  them  in  the  house  of  God  and  Sabbath 
School.  For  this  end  she  restrained  them,  by  counsel  and 
advice,  from  rushing  into  places  of  temptation  and  of  vice, 
as  well  as  of  vain  amusements.  She  felt  that  christian  pa- 
rents have  a  duty  to  keep  their  children  from  such  scenes. 
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She  felt  deeply  for  those  christian  parents,  who  would  allow 
their  children  to  visit  such  places.  She  was  fully  convinced 
that  they  would  lament  over  such  permission  and  indul- 
gence, and  might  be  called  to  do  it  when  the  children  of 
their  indulgence  were  ruined.  She  felt  great  anxiety  for 
the  young,  who  were  exposed  to  temptation  in  these  scenes. 
She  spake  with  tenderness  and  regret,  that  the  young  men 
should  allow  themselves  in  practices  which  lead  to  gam- 
bling* and  other  pernicious  vices,  and  said  she  wished  she 
could  converse  with  some,  whom  she  respected  and  loved, 
to  try  to  persuade  them  to  pause  in  their  career  of  guilt  and 
of  mischief. 

As  a  member  of  the  church  of  Christ,  she  was  consistent, 
faithful,  watchful  and  useful.  Her  views  were  enlarged 
and  her  affections  expanded.  Her  heart  went  out  to  all 
who  bore  the  image  of  Christ,  of  whatever  name  or  denom- 
ination. 

To  the  members  of  her  own  church  she  felt  special  obli- 
gations of  watch  and  care  and  fidelity.  While  she  loved 
all,  those  most  devout  and  prayerful  were  her  choicest 
friends.  With  them  her  earnest  supplications  often  as- 
cended to  Him  who  hears  and  answers  prayer.  In  circles 
of  prayer  she  found  great  delight.  With  the  maternal 
association  of  this  place  she  was  for  many  years  connected, 
and  felt  it  a  great  privilege  to  unite  with  other  parents  to 
plead  for  special  blessings  upon  their  offspring. 

The  social  season  was  ever  dear  to  her.  She  remem- 
bered the  promise  of  her  Saviour,  that  where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  in  his  name,  he  will  be  with  them.  And  she 
found  in  her  rich  experience  the  fulfilment  of  this  promise. 
She  had  great  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  This 
was  marked  especially  in  her  sickness,  when  she  solicited 
friends  who  watched  with  her,  to  pray  for  her,  and  when 
her  countenance  brightened  at  the  thought  that  she  was 
so  often  remembered  by  christians  in  this  village. 

Did  time  permit,  we  might  mention  other  traits  in  her 
character  worthy  of  our  imitation.     There  was  one  which 
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the  hearers,  who  knew  her,  in  common  with  the  speaker, 
could  not  fail  to  notice ;  it  was  that  of  kindness  of  feeling 
and  action  toward  all,  a  trait  which  the  apostle  has  beauti- 
fully named  Charity.  Under  the  influence  of  this  christian 
spirit,  she  labored  for  the  good  of  all.  Objects  of  suffering 
always  awakened  her  sympathy.  She  was  ever  ready  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  the  destitute,  and  to  do  all  in  her 
power  to  minister  to  their  comfort.  In  this  respect,  she 
manifested  true  christian  beneficence.  Like  this,  though 
differing  somewhat,  she  possessed  another  interesting  trait. 
She  took  the  most  favorable  view  of  the  character  of  others. 
She  had,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  what  the  apostle  marks 
in  the  christian,  "  hopeth  all  things"  i.  e.  hopeth  for  the 
best  in  all  cases ;  and  if  others  did  wrong,  or  appeared  to 
do  wrong,  she  was  inclined  to  judge  favorably.  She 
guarded  against  imputing  wrong  motives.  She  was  slow 
to  condemn  others,  and  was  prepared  to  make  allowance 
for  circumstances,  and  to  strive  to  reclaim  those  who  were 
out  of  the  way. 

This  trait,  with  others,  endeared  her  to  all.  In  her  case, 
the  language  of  Divine  truth  was  verified — "  When  a  man's 
ways  please  the  Lord,  he  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at 
peace  with  him."  She  literally  found  all  at  peace  with  her. 
It  can  hardly  be  said  that  she  had  an  enemy  in  the  world. 
She  died  at  peace  with  all  mankind. 

Such  being  her  exit,  and  such  her  traits  of  character, 
we  are  assured  it  was  gain  for  her  to  die.  We  are  hence- 
forth to  view  her  among  the  living'  ones,  in  "  the  spirit 
icorld"  forever  freed  from  sin,  in  the  full  fruition  of  the  blessed 
presence  and  glorious  image  of  her  Divine  Redeemer,  mak- 
ing one  of  that  great  company  of  worshippers  around  the 
Throne,  enjoying  more,  inexpressibly  more,  than  she  ever 
did  or  could  conceive  on  earth.  We  would  not  call  her 
back — we  would  not  take  from  her  that  golden  harp — we 
would  nbt  remove  that  crown  of  righteousness — we  would 
not  lessen  those  extatic  praises  and  those  untold  joys. 

However  much  we  shall  feel  her  loss  in  our  community, 
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however  desolate  may  be  the  circle  from  which  she  was 
taken,  yet  none  would  even  dare  ask  that  she  might  return. 
Let  us  all  rather  labor  to  follow  her,  through  death,  to  those 
bright  mansions.  Let  us  live  to  Christ  here;  then  the 
time  will  soon  come  when  we  shall  meet  her  in  the  New 
Jerusalem — when  her  joys  will  be  our  joys,  and  her  blessed- 
ness ours  forever. 

In  view  of  her  exalted  condition,  I  would  say  to  that 
bereaved  companion,  who  is  now  left  to  buffet  the  surges  of 
life's  ocean  alone,  Yield  not  to  despair,  my  respected  friend. 
Lean  now  upon  Divine  strength  ;  cast  your  whole  soul 
upon  your  heavenly  Father.  When  your  heart  is  almost 
ready  to  sink  within  you,  in  view  of  your  loss,  do  not  mur- 
mur, do  not  repine.  God  has  been  very  good  to  you. 
That  rich  blessing  he  continued  to  you  one  quarter  of  a 
century.  And  now,  as  he  has  taken  her  home,  safely, 
securely  to  heaven,  what  more  can  you  desire  ? 

Ah,  there  is  one  thing  which  I  hope  you  do  desire — that 
you,  and  all  your  children,  may  meet  her  around  the 
throne.  I  know  her  joy  must  increase  if  she  is  assured  she 
wall  meet  you  there.  Add  then  to  her  joy.  Let  her 
Saviour  be  your  Saviour.  Live  henceforth  to  him.  With 
true  repentance  for  sin,  with  humble  faith  in  his  atoning 
blood,  pursue  the  path  of  holiness  and  heaven.  Bow 
sweetly,  bow  submissively  to  the  stroke !  And  may  the 
grace  of  God  be  imparted,  that  the  fruits  of  righteousness 
and  peace  may  flow  from  this  deep  trial,  added  as  it  is  to 
the  intense  sufferings  of  which,  in  your  own  person,  you 
have  been  the  sharer. 

In  my  deep  sympathy  for  those  afflicted  children,  permit 
me  to  say :  My  young  friends,  you  have  no  doubt  that 
your  departed  mother  is  in  heaven.  And  do  you  wish  to 
meet  her  there  ?  Then  give  your  youthful  hearts  to  Christ, 
her  Saviour.  Choose  now  that  good  part.  Delay  not 
until  this  scene  has  passed  and  the  heart  has  become 
hardened  by  the  temptations  of  the  world.  Delay  not  until 
it  shall  be  too  late.     Here  let  me  say  with  affection,  what 
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I  deeply  feel — if  you  do  fail  of  heaven,  if  you  remain  in 
sin,  and  refuse  the  offers  of  mercy,  yours  will  be  no  ordinary 
guilt,  no  ordinary  condemnation.  God  has  blessed  you, 
wonderfully,  in  giving  you  such  a  parent,  in  continuing  to 
you,  all  your  lives,  her  instructions,  her  prayers,  her  efforts. 
If  you  neglect  all,  and  die  unpardoned,  these  will  rise  up 
as  witnesses  against  you.  Should  this  be  so,  how  can  you 
meet  that  mother  at  the  judgment-seat ! 

What  agony  will  then  exist  in  your  case,  if  all  her 
instructions  given,  and  all  her  prayers  offered,  are  perverted 
to  your  condemnation  !  Oh,  I  hope  and  pray  that  it  may 
be  otherwise.  I  earnestly  desire  that  each  of  you  may 
become  the  true  and  faithful  disciple  of  Christ ;  that,  for 
you  to  live  may  be  Christ,  and  to  die,  gain. 

I  am  aLso  addressing  afflicted  sisters-in-law.  I  look  back 
with  interest,  two  years  since,  when  that  departed  sister 
felt  for  you  in  your  bereavement.  And  how  much  did  she 
then  labor  and  pray,  that  you  might  be  borne  up,  and  that 
your  affliction  might  be  improved  and  sanctified !  And 
has  it  been  according  to  her  prayers  ?  Can  you  feel, 
respected  friends,  that  you  are  brought  near  to  God  ?  that 
you  have  chosen  Christ  ?  that  you  are  living  a  humble, 
prayerful  life  ?  In  other  words,  are  you,  where  she  was, 
"  in  Christ,"  by  a  living  faith  ?  and  have  you  the  evidence 
that  for  you  to  live  is  Christ  ?  If  not — Oh,  I  do  earnestly 
beseech  you,  by  the  affection  you  bear  to  that  departed 
sister,  and  by  the  recollection  of  her  faithfulness,  to  improve 
this  affliction  for  your  spiritual  good.  Oh,  may  you  each 
one  be  made  wise  to  salvation,  and  meet  her  where  there 
will  be  no  separation. 

To  this  church,  the  admonition  comes  with  peculiar  force. 
We  have  experienced  an  t  inexpressible  loss.  Her  labors 
with  us  are  forever  closed.  Her  prayers  for  us  and  for  the 
cause  of  oar  Redeemer  are  now  ended.  Her  example  is 
before  us — a  blessed  example.  Let  us  imitate  it.  May  her 
mantle  fall  upon  others.  May  we  all  cherish  her  spirit,  and 
like  her  live  to  Christ — and  may  our  last  end  be  like  hers. 


